Blundells Cottage

Step back in time at historic Blundells Cottage.
Immerse yourself in the history of the cottage
and use the hands-on displays to experience
the stories of the people who lived there.
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Opening Hours: Thursday and Saturday 10am to
1r.30am and 12pm to 4pm (Closed public holidays)

Admission: Free

Special cottage tours are available for schools or other
groups (bookings are essential).

Blundells Cottage
Wendouree Drive, Parkes ACT

GPO Box 373
Canberra ACT 2601

ph: (02) 6272 2902
fax: (02) 6247 1875

Website: www.nationalcapital.gov.au
Email: nce@natcap.gov.au

% Australian Government
* National Capital Authority
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Two additional rooms were added on to the cottage
in 1888, the year that Joseph Lyle — the eighth child
— was born to the Blundells. Initially, room five was
used as a bedroom. It probably became a kitchen in
the 1930s when the Oldfields moved into the cottage.

Many of the objects on display would
have been in use until the 1940s and ’sos,
although they were invented much earlier.

Also in this room is a Coolgardie Safe or
Drip Safe. These were invented in Western
Australia during the gold rush era.

A predecessor to the refrigerator, it used
only water and a slight breeze through
the hessian to create a cooling effect.
The safes have been known to achieve an
eight degree drop in temperature. They
were usually kept on the verandah.

The room, which is now used as the
office, was probably a store room during
the Blundells’ time.

“Moustache cup”

Most 10th century gent/emen had beards
and moustaches. These specia/ cups allowed
gent/emen to sip their tea without getting
their moustache wet. ﬂzey feature a /ec]ge
o][ china on one ea’ge o][ the cup rim, with a
small opening to allow the tea to be sippea’
without wetting the whiskers.

Butter

Aﬁer mi//eing a cow, the milk is set aside

and the cream rises to the top. The cream
would /eeep /onger 1:7[ turned into butter.

It was churned until it became hard and

salt was added as a preservative.

6. Slab building
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This building is believed to have been used as a kitchen

until room five was converted into a kitchen in the 1930s.

Separate kitchens were common at the time as a way of
managing the summer heat and the danger of fire.

As the Blundell family grew, the older boys slept out
here with their father. They probably used camp beds
and kept a wood stove alight.

To the left of the door is a ‘corn crusher’ or mill. This was

used to crush grain or corn kernels to be fed to animals.

The slab building was built using a common pre-
industrial building method — which involved making
thick timber planks by splitting tree trunks. This was
done with hand tools, each ‘plank’ called a slab.

Be//ows ana] wor/e too/s

Slzoema/eing equipment
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Shoemaking: leather was cut out using the curved
blade. It was then shaped and stitched around the shoe
last or mould. Thick leather was nailed on for the sole
and often metal caps were also nailed on. The metal
caps helped the sole last longer on rough roads.

Due to the isolation of the Canberra area, the
community relied greatly on the bullock teams to
bring supplies from Sydney, particularly clothing and
shoes. Therefore it was out of neccessity that shoes be
repaired, allowing them to be passed on to siblings.

A bullock team could only travel about five to ten
miles per day, compared with 12—18 miles a day with
a horse and cart. The leading bullocks were the most
experienced, while the polers (at the back) were the
strongest. George Blundell’s lead bullocks were called
‘Smut’ and ‘Smiler’.

A Self Guided Tour of

7. Garden

The current garden was planted
in 1964 when the cottage became
a museum. The objects on
display in the garden include a
rabbit poison cart, a ship’s water

tank and a whaling pot.

In about 1888 the Blundells had

a bread oven built on to the

east wall of the cottage. This

is still present. The bread oven
predates Murray’s Bakery,
Canberra’s first commercial

bakery, by twenty-one years.

Murray’s Bakery was to the west
of the cottage in (what is now)
Commonwealth Park. It operated
from 1909 to 1923.

Even today, the cottage is not
connected to town water.

A Look into the Past

30 minute tour

Wendouree Drive, on
the northern shore of
Lake Burley Griffin off

Constitution Avenue.

A hands-on museum

As the rabbit p/ague spreac] across Australia, various methods

were emp/oyeal to reduce their number. Poison such as phospharous,
stryc}mine or arsenic was mixed with bran and Jroppecl around the
farms using poison carts like this one.

At the back (east) of the slab building there is a toilet.
The ‘out house’ was originally much further from the
cottage, near where the lake shore is now.

16 use a brick bread oven, a ﬁ're was
made inside it ﬁrst to heat it up. I][a
lzanzjﬁ/ o][ﬂour thrown at the outside
of the oven burned up with sparks,
the oven was the riglzt temperature.
The embers were then put out and the

risen alouglz put in and door closed.




We ].CO me to | A Flora Blun(lell nee McLennan

Flora was born on the Isle of S[eye, Scot/ana’,
I. Parlour in 1845, and emigrated to Australia with her Z. Pront bedroom 3 . Work room
. & a0 " E T g e . ..- traditional name in her ][ami/y — both her mother - e =

fami/y when she was agea’ nine. Flora was a

Agnes (sitting) and Gertrude Ginn,
the a’aughters of the ](ami/y for whom
the cottage was built. Gertrude, born
21 September 1805, was the first of

many babies born in the cottage.

anc[ granc]motlzer were namea’ F/OTG = ana’ n
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Parbuckling
The Blundell boys had to pull barrels of water up

from the river on homemade tracks. This was called

This small stone cottage was built about 1860

as a home for workers on the Duntroon Estate.

A number of families lived in the cottage over the
hundred years it was occupied. The first two families,

Other evening activities, such
as sewing, reading and writing,

the Ginns and then the Blundells, were employees of . ' ¢ o
’ were all done by the light of e . . S parbuckling’.
Robert Campbell, who owned the Duntroon Estate. K 1 Y d & dl W.llham and Mary Ginn 3I%d their
At its peak, the erosene famps and candles. children were the first family to Beckeeni
, ; : live in the cottage. William Ginn eckeeping
The borders of Duntroon Hstate Duntroon sheep grazing Stereoscopes, with a set of T . ) i
e frames from the hives were put into mosquito
stretched from the foot of Mt estate encompassed photos, were another form Wis tthel_?ead Pli’ughmatnbfogh; i netting bags and were t:kervlvto aEr)l eocloced o (ice
Ainslie to Wickserslack Lane, and 32 000 acres (about k of entertainment. Stereo _ eCS a e-b lislfr(rllll)) oymen Yd ober usually a room in the house. The wax coverirfl) t};e
from near Northbourne Avenue to 13 000 hectares) and - i . photographs are photos taken anip ; b fa e}eln arrar}ge 1:11 full 5171 w Lot th L lonit gd +
we// paSt Queanl’eyan in tlle east. ha’d about 27 WOl’kCl‘S, 0 . . Stereoscope at the same time from two Eng ar% elore t €y e'mlgrate ‘ ull cells was scraped oll with a special knite an en
cottages Did you know: The photographs displayed in different angles. When seen The Ginns brought with them the honeycombs were crushed between the hands so
ges: that seven of the cight the parlour are of the Blundell throueh the vie;;ver our eves a muzzle-loading gun and a four-poster bed. The . - that the honey would flow out. The bags were hung
Robert Campbell founded the estate in 1825 when Blundell children were born  family, who moved into the & d h, h 4 family stayed in the cottage for 14 years before buying i i ' B up over containers until the honey drained. The bits
he was granted 4000 acres of land, 400 head of in either January or April. i compensate and the photo ¢ ) This room had various uses over the one hundred o
g 4 > 4 J y or Ap cottage in 1874. Flora became the aopears three-dimensional a property at ‘Canberry Park’. i ' of comb (wax) remained in the bags.
sheep and £2000 as compensation for the loss of his local midwife and delivered most 12 : years that the cottage was occupied. It is probable
ship, the ‘Sydney’. The ‘Sydney’ had sunk while on of the babies born in the district. She was also a fine The instrument on the table is The bot water bottle, or ‘bed pig’, that it was a winter bath area during the Blundell
government business. Campbell was part of the East horsewoman. a zither, which was played with on the .bed wou%d have been mL.lCh era, with bath water being carried up from the river
India trade. Today, the Campbell warehouses are still G be bullock deiver for the Camobell Jiher @ pick or by fingers. appreciated during Canberra winters. fmd heated over the fire. Each fa.rmly member bathed
standing in The Rocks, at Circular Quay, Sydney. eorge was the bullock driver for the Lampbells, in turn, generally on Saturday nights. The soap was
& ’ Quay, Sydney taking wool to Sydney and returning with supplies At about th : Before houses had indoor toilets def genere Yl fat and b 8 1 P
t tt t .
The landscape around the cottage was very such as flour, sugar, salt, clothes, material and tools. Blu;; ; elllls CZ:: ;gl: v::;eb?lsﬂt and bathrooms, a wash stand was mace trom ammat iat anc borax or fye
different to what we see today. Paddocks and The return trip lasted about 6 weeks. The bullock this harmonium was made in common bedroom furniture. It It may have also functioned as a work room for G . 1 ’
outbuildings surrounded the cottage. The nearest teams also went to Port Nelligen and Goulburn, and France. Air is pumped into holds a jug and basin for a morning leatherworking, ironing, and extracting honey from 4. 1riS room
neighbour lived in a cottage located in what is now once the railway was established, they started going the small reed organ by the wash, and a chamber pot that meant the Blundell family’s beehives.
Commonwealth Park. — to the closer location of Queanbeyan. bellows, which is operated by you did not have to make a trip to The orieinal shinel
14; . . . T : : he outside toilet in the ¢ onginal shingie These irons were either ﬁ//ed
Other buildings that were ) The objects in this room are indicative of the types of pushing the pedal with your o . _ roof can be seen A ] I or hoated
part of .the Duntroon 2 1 L} activities that were popular at the time. The Blundells feet. Music is created when middle of the night. through a space in the gjvesfrc;:a;;e:‘r Ae:fal-o‘:n
Estate include Duntroon | ,_,J“} had a piano in the parlour and were known to have keys on the keybf)a?‘ d are On the dresser are hessian ceiling. Each advance was made in 1870,
II—)Iouse, Mulgg)ge.z Ml%ghga and 4 3 lively sing-alongs. pressed and the air is released. curling irons and glove shingle was held by when American h ouzewi][e
untroon Dairy. lhese Harmonium stretchers. The curlin only one nail to avoid Mary Potts patented an iron
buciildings are still standing O et irons had to be heate Ci; spli}t’ting. a’e.jgnei to stagg 1102 ]qu jtl:mger,
. I . it t.
roday f 5 ’ In the ninteenth century childbirth was risky and an experiencetj mia’wlfe car efully because, if they ;:leu :’Z tl: Z::r;:;ma;et;n;
Although most of the i 7 6 was invaluable. At this time mothers stayea’ in bed for at least 10 a’ays wer C.tOO h?t, the smell of Wash stand Pviinedl, [Blar Sonanibam heaame
objects and furnishings in — after giving birth. burning hair would soon el (e @ i Wik
the cottage did not belong \ . NFrictelh et ik A bl capifamt i alert the user. Glove Potts iron’
to the Blundells, many = - basins of hot and cold water, warm blankets & towe/s, needle & tlzreaal, stretchers were used to
were donated by other Cottage ][/oor p/an. safety pins, olive oil, scissors, petro/eum je//y or lard, lvrana’y, footlvath, Str?mh glf)ves back to
pioneer families and are Numbers correspona] fan, Cona’y s ﬂuia[, a syringe, napleins, waterproo]( slzeeting, binder their Orlglnal ShaPe after
typical of the period. to a]iﬁ[erent rooms. (arouna] alza’omen).[n some rural areas the birth of a child was announced they had been washed.
é;/ pleutting allc?/tjjlzlll'on on the .}}Izorstep: blue ][or a laoy, pinle for a gir/, and Cur/ing iron & g love stretcher .
Duntroon Estate, Limestone Plains 1 gc for a child that was stillborn. Children generally shared beds when space
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and money were limited. Bedrooms were

Rottenbury’s h
ottenbury’s house gender segregated in the Blundells’ time.
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‘Knuckles’ or ‘Jacks” was a game played with
sheep’s knucklebones. Players would try
to pick up knuckles before the one they had

thrown in the air landed.

Other popular toys of the time were skipping
ropes, hoops, hobby horses and soldiers.



